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Introduction
Bandung is a relative young town; a boomtown which expanded in a short period and started to
grow at the beginning of the twentieth century. When we glance the map of Bandung, it is
almost possible to read the historical development with a few explanation. The area around the
JI.Asia-Afrika is the central business district; directly at the south, the 'Alun-Alun’ (recently partly
destroyed by the enlargement of the mosque) and the former residence of the Bupati (Regent)
might justify the conclusion that this area is the oldest part of Bandung.
It took some time before the town really started to grow. In
around 1850 there lived about 12000 inhabitants in Bandung; in
that year Bandung was appointed as the Residence for the part
of West-Java named Pariangan, which till then settled in Cianjur.
The most important push to the development of Bandung was
certainly the relocation of some Departments from Jakarta
‘Batavia’ to Bandung. It started in 1914 with the Department of
War, followed in 1921 by the Department of Roads and
Transportation. In the year 1906 Bandung became an
independent municipality. The young Municipality Bandung started its impressive development.
Between 1906 and 1949 Bandung has grew from a medium sized town with 38.000 inhabitants
to the third City in Nederlands-Indié (the colonoial name of Indonesia), with 590.000 inhabitants.
In 1929, Bandung did become the Governmental approval for the so called 'Framework
plan', which covered an area of 12.758 ha, divided in plans for mainly the Northern- and partly
the Southern areas of the town.
The greatest number of the European population lived in the
Northern part of the town in these new developed areas. The
river Cikapundung manifested their selves - in this part of the
town in a natural valley with designed green- and park facilities.
Bandung-North was divided in an Army area, a Governmental
area, areas for dwelling houses and villas, small-housing for the
common people and kampung-areas for the labour people. The
Chinese inhabitants lived - for the greatest number - in the
compact quarter Pasar Baru, South-West of the railroad. The greatest number of Indonesian
people lived in the Southern part of the town, like many of the Indo-Europeans.

The garden city concept was successfully applied in the Northern
part of the town. But the valley of the river Cikapundung - which
was ones fitted up as a park landscape (called ljzermanpark) is
nowadays occupied by spontaneous kampung-settlements.
Particular the Northern part of the town was designed with large
public spaces, like streets and lanes, squares and parks; spacious
and green residential areas in which public and private greens
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are integrated. The roads were fit out with, orginally, a consequent planting of trees.
Architecture

Considering the subject of architectural heritage in Bandung, one will conclude that the largest
number of architectural monuments has been realized in the twentieth century, except for a
small number of buildings - with mostly an original Governmental function - built in the ninetieth
century in an Neo-Classic style.

Until about 1918, architects designed their buildings in a Eclectic
architectural concept. The Department building of War
(1910-1915) and the Javasche bank 'Bank Indonesia Negara'
(1915) are superb examples. In the architectural designs of
dwelling houses and villas, we are confronted with references to
architecture developments in the Dutch garden cities.

In Bandung, Art Deco is strongly manifest in the

ornamental/artificial elements in the street facades, behind such
a beauty full decor facade is often hiding an ordinary building
with a helm roof and covered with tiles; these architecture is
mostly the product of rebuilding and upgrading of commercial
buildings in the twenties and thirties. Art Deco is also manifest
in the soft and curved lines in architecture (particular Bandung)
and sometimes is - what we call ‘Art Deco' and often the bresult
of the work of Indonesian artists, particular concerns the
ornamental detail is the facades of buildings.
Most of the buildings and
dwelling houses, realized in
. Bandung, are designed by
i architects who lived and worked
\ in Bandung. A great number of
\' the Bandung-architects were
i educated in Holland. But there
- are also Indonesian influences
and - just to make it more complicated there are also
North-American and British-Indies influences in the Modern
architecture of pre-independent Indonesia.
The first important buildings in Bandung - realized in the
twentieth century - are designed by the architects
'Hulswit-Fermont, Batavia and Cuypers, Amsterdam’. The first
building realized - in 1909 - by these architects is the toko
building 'de Vries' at the Jl.Asia-Afrika, in front of the junction

u\ \ﬁ | f | with the JI.Braga, with the characteristic tower element. The

office of the bank ‘Impor-Ekspor' in the older days the
‘Nederlandsche Handels Maatschappij' (the Factory) on the
JI.Asia- Afrika 'Groote Postweg' is built in 1912 and a few years
later, 1915, they designed the building of the bank 'Indonesia’ -
the former Javasche Bank' . Characteristic for the architectural
conception of this bank building - Cuypers designed - is the
outward form with the entrance ‘portico’ with double columns
crowned by composition capitals, a cornice and tympanum; the
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